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Dear Grad Folk,
Thanksgiving is upon us.  That means everything from no class to getting papers done to travels to getting the Christmas lights up to shopping to lots of football.  And it means a feast – an out of the ordinary meal with friends and family ending in leftovers.
One of the greatest feasts of all time had to be the feeding of the 5000.  All four gospels tell about the time Jesus took five loaves and two fish, blessed them and broke them, and then gave them to his disciples to distribute to 5000 folks.  It was a true feast.  Everyone ate and was satisfied, and they picked up twelve basketfuls of leftovers.  
This feast wasn’t prompted by the calendar, but by compassion.  Jesus looked upon the crowd with compassion, for they were like sheep without a shepherd.  He began to teach them, and by the end of the day the lesson was the feast.  Not prompted by the calendar it announced a fundamental change in calendar that was nothing less than a change in the ages.  This feast was a bold declaration that the Kingdom of God was at hand in Jesus.  He was the one ushering in God’s day, God’s time of reconciliation, God’s rule of rightness and peace.
It would seem that the feeding of the 5000 was the feast of all feasts – the absolute pinnacle of feasting.  But not so, at least according to the Gospels of Mark and Matthew.  They see fit to follow up the feeding of the 5000 with an account of Jesus feeding 4000.  That throws us a little.  It seems anticlimactic.  The party gets smaller, there are more loaves to start with (seven) but the basketfuls of leftovers are fewer (seven), and the fish don’t even get numbered.  It seems like a smaller, less impressive, maybe even less significant miracle.  Once the 5000 announces a change in calendar, what else is there to announce?

Perhaps the differences between the two feasts can help us with this question.  The feeding of the 5000 takes place in a predominantly Jewish region while the 4000 are gathered in a heavily Gentile area.  While the feeding of the 4000 is also prompted by compassion, it’s not that they lack a shepherd but that they have had nothing to eat.  Some of the 4000 “have come from afar” – a euphemism for describing Gentiles.  In the feeding of the 5000 the twelve basketfuls of leftovers are picked up in small baskets that would have been a common Jewish household item.  In the feeding of the 4000 the leftovers are gathered into seven large baskets that were common throughout the empire.  There are more subtle differences, but the point is made.  The feeding of the 4000, in contrast to the 5000, is a feast that especially includes the Gentiles.

So what does the feeding of the 4000 announce?  It announces that God’s feast, God’s calendar change, God’s Day and Rule, God’s Kingdom isn’t just for some.  It’s for everyone!  The Feast is for all.
A word of caution is likely in order here.  In our pluralism it is easy to read this as the Jews having their own feast (the 5000) and the Gentiles having their own feast (the 4000) and thus every people can have their own feast to their own delight.  But this is to miss the point that these two feedings are expressions of one and the same feast.  Both meals are prompted by the compassion of Jesus.  Both meals consist of bread and fish.  In both meals Jesus takes, blesses/gives thanks, breaks, and gives the loaves and fish to the disciples to give to the people.  And in both meals everyone is satisfied.  In spite of the difference in recipients, it is the same feast.
In other words, the feeding of the 4000 does not announce that there is a kingdom for every demographic of the world’s population.  Rather, it announces that every demographic is invited into the calendar change wrought by God in Jesus, announced in the feeding of the 5000.  There is one Feast.  It’s not just for some.  It’s intended for all.
5000: Calendar change.  4000: Not for some, but for all.

This Thanksgiving, as you feast, I encourage you to especially remember the feeding of the 4000.  Perhaps you can open your table a bit, making afresh the announcement that the calendar change in Jesus isn’t for a privileged few, but for all.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Pastor Steve

